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Cubans in Miami Fearful 

Lively Exile Magazine Motives for Terrorism 
Is Target for Bombers Unclear to Authorities 
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During the recent wave of 
violence in Florida's Cuban 
exile community, three 
bomb incidents have been 
directed against the staff of 
a lively Spanish-language 
magazine called Arelto. < 

Named for an equally 
lively Cuban folk dance, the 
quarterly attempts to give 
exiles a sympathetic view of 
Cuban life today. 

"The press of the (exfl'e) 
community is monolithic 
and conservative,” said 
Lourdes CMaJ. a member of 
Areito’s^edliorlal board. "If 
you read the Miami newspa- 
pers you get the impression 
that all Cubans are poised 
with their knives in their 
mouths ready to retake the 
island.” 

Like many of the young 
exiles associated with Ar- 
eito, Casal actively worked 
against the Castro govern- 
ment until she left the coun- 
try after the attempted U.S. 
Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961. 

Casal, now a professor at 
Rutgers University, said ip a 
recent interview that during 
her 19 years of exile she 
went through a “very com- 
plicated process” (rf reas- 



sessing her attitude toward 
the government of Fidel 
Castro, finally coming to ad- 
mire it She is one of a 
small number of formqr op- 
ponents who have been' al- 
lowed to return to Cuba for 
brief visits, which she has 
described in Areito. 

Despite criticism from 
other Spanish-language pa- 
pers in Miami, Areito’s edi- 
tors believe that more exiles 
are willing to take a new 
look at the Castro govern- 
ment than is generally be- 
lieved. 

Casal pointed out that a 
recent Miami Herald survey 
found that 47 per cent of the 
exiles interviewed did not 
oppose resumption of U.S.- 
Cuba diplomatic relations. 

"Even among those who 
opposed relations.” ^e 
added, ”30 per cent said 
they would go back to Cuba 
for a visit” 

She estimated that per- 
haps a quarter of exiles un- 
der 29 might support Arei- 
to’s position of "an openness 
toward Cuba and a sympa- 
thy with revolutionary 

See AREITO, Page E3, Col. 7 



MIAMI— Two weeks ago, 
Emilio Milian. a widely- 
EhAWA radio journalist who 
had editorialized against ter- 
rorism and violence, stepped 
into his car^ter a show and 
turned the Ignition key. 

A bomb exploded, throw- 
ing the hood of the car over 
a cement wall, ripping the 
left front fender and tearing 
open the driver's door. The 
blast also blew off Milian's 
legs. 

Milian, father of two sons 
and a daughter, is in a Mi- 
ami hospital, a recent casu- 
alty in a growing pattern of 
violence in the Cuban com- 
munity here in which four 
Cuban exile leaders have 
been killed, two wounded 
and many others threatened. 

Bombing and other terror- 
ist incidents in southern 
Florida numbered 32 in 
1974, 97 in 1979 and eight so 
far this year, according to 
the FBI. 

The violence has brought 
fear to Miami's Little Ha- 
vana. This fear has ham- 
pered efforts to pin down 
the cause of the incidents, 
law enforcement officials 
say. 

No one group is thought 



to be behind the terrorism. 
Many incidents are belle.ved 
to be the work of hard-line 
foes of Cuban Premier Fidel 
Castro who are attacking 
those whp they believe sup- 
port him. Some people point 
to the deaths of anti-Castro 
exile leaders and blame Cas- 
tro agents. .\nd some' law 
enforcement officials be- 
lieve criminal elements are 
taking advantage of the vo-1 
atile political atmosphere in 
the community of 400, 000- 
plus exiles, using it as a 
cover for extortion and 
other crimes. 

Among the targets: 

• Jose Elias de la Tor- 
riefte r ^9. ah exile leaBer 
^S^ITose plan to mount a ma- 
jor armed effort against 
Castro brought him interna- 
tional attention in 1969-70, 
who was shot to death in 
April, 1974, in his Coral Ga- 
bles home as he watched tel- 
evision with his wife. 

• Luciano Nieves. 4 3. an 
ontspok^ ~ advocate - of 
peaceful co-existence with 
the Castro regime, who was 
fatally shot in February, 
1975, with a 45-cal. pistol in 

See MIAMI, Page E3, Col. 7 
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AREITO, Fram El 

'«oaU” 11 not <ill of Casti-o’s 
luctlioiU. Moj<t older exiles 
iilUl oi>iioso llie Uasiro guv- 
eniiucitt, s^id C'asal, wlio li* 
. lu her mid'UUs. 

While mus»t exiles who 
work on the* magsiiiae are 



ebout today’s Cuba with 
“the search for cultural 
idenity” among other ethnic 
groups. *' r 

* “When I speak at unlverkl- 
lies/* Casal said, “Cuban 
sluUenU come up to me 41- 
terwarU and ask, ‘How did 
you get there?, How can I 
go?’ ’’ 



youni>er than . Casal, they 
seem to have undergone a 
similar emotional and Intel- 
lectual procesis of gradually 
becoming more sympathetic 
to Castro. 

When , asked why they 
changed their minds, several 
mentioned their Involve- 
luenl In antl-Vietmuii war 
activity. One laid the Viet- 
nam war and the Marine In- 
vasion of the iKmiinicau Re- 
puhlic ill l*Jd6«uiade him re- 
alise that “lys not easy tor 
develuplag ‘countries to. 
carry out traasfurmatlou 
without someone slopping 
on the process/* » 

Marileli Perez-Stable, 2C, 
a graduate student at the 
University ol Florida, com- 
pared the Interest among 
young exiles in learning 
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MIAMI, From Ki 

the parking lot 0 / « chll* 
drcn’s hospital after visiting 
his son. A group called the 
AlUM unpiL fur ( Tu bn n Justice 
dainicti rcspuiisibiliiy. ^ 

furiiieV L^ihaii ulflcial 
kuuwii sa **K1 Tiure” au(t a 
leailiiig Castro fOe, who was 
slain here lii OcLoher, 1975, 
when a huiub plai'ed under a 
coi* wheel explurled as he be- 
gan to drive uwuy Irom his 
Jiuiiie. 

• Kesldciices ot two staff 
Qieiiibers of 1 Spanish-lau- 
giiage quarterly, Areito, 
which e.spouses a policy of 
peaceful coexistence with 
Castro's Cuba, were bom li- 
ed. Kill agents have Hiikcd 
a 25-y ear-old Cuban gradu- 
ate student, . Yitonio tie la 
i- irvaj to those — and other — 
buiuniugs. tie was picked up 
as he allegedly hent'down to 
place a pipe boaib at a hupk- 
slore. Ce ia Cova had writ- 
ten for the weekly ^li^riud. 

In law enforcement dr* 
eles, it is believed that a 
substantial number of the 
bombings ihay be cotinected 
to exlurtioii ratlier than pol- 
itics. '*1C d business is bomb- 
ed, it will lose cuMlomers,'* 
one investigator said. 

Miami Mayor Maurice 
Ferre^ outlined pusstUle 
gTouJjs this way: 

•The first is the criminal 
eleiiienl^people in narcot- 
ics, gaiid>liiig and extortion. 

“The second are the work 
of whut 1 call the ‘hotheads.' 
These are- militants, either 
•iiU-CosUv or pro-Caslro, 
who use IboniblngJ as a 
political tool 111 their vision 
of what Is right and wrong.'* * 
'The third group, Ferre 
j lalU, “are highly trained 
professionals active in iiiter- 
uational terrorism, usually 
trained in flavaua." * ^ 
Fueling the climate thot 
spawns bombings is wide- 
spread huti'ed among exiles 
of the Custro regime. 

“All political activity in 
the Cuban cummuiilty is 
keyed to one central theme 
- -the rcUirn of the exiles to 
CUha," said a politUndly 
kiiowieilgcaiile Cuban. 



It has been difficult tn ob- 
tain evidence on the bom- 
bings here and this ha.s fnj.<^- 
trated law enforcement offi- 
cials, who have made few ar- 
rests in the inddents. Fear 
of reprisals, they say, ha.s 
kei)t the exile community 
from supplying information. 

But the early May arrests 
of de la Cova and two com- 
panions at the bookstore, 
and of the publisher of , a 
Spanish-ianguage weekly on 
charges of planting an lin- 
fused bomb in his own cur 
last year, have encouraged 
invesligalors on a joint 
sUtefederal task force. 

Julius Mattson, head .of 
the Miami FBI office, said 
“a very definite change” ha.s 
occurred since bomb^ ex- 
ploded in six public build- 
^ ings in December. He said 
the incidents created 
“outrage u|i the part of the 
(exile) community at large . 

. . .The progi’ess in the case 
last week could not have 
been accomplished without 
help from the community.*? 

Many Cubans here agree 
; about the change In atti- 
tudes, but say' it came about 
mure recently. “The Mlllen 
bombing has been a turning 
point,” said .\rmando loi 
Cua, head of the Little Ha- 
vana ‘ Community Develop- 
ment Committee. “It really 
shocked the conscience of 
the community. When a 
•thing like that happens, 
there is no security for any- 
one.” . 

Security Is a very mean- 
Ingful word to Cubans here. ' . ^ 
So is fear. 

“Certainly there Is fear, 
llie community ia uptight;” 
said a Cuban businessman 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. Many Cubans, fearing ^ 
reprisals, are reluctant to he 
identified in print with any 
statement that may have po- 
litical ramifications. 

.\nother Cuban busine.ss- 
man. mindful of bombings 
involving booby-trapped 
cars, put it this way: *Tm 
looking for a home far away 
from the Cuban sector — and 
it's gut to have a two-car ga- 
rage.'' » 












